or once, the usually boring, offi-

cial, bureaucratic, un-journal-

istic display in the front page of

the Moscow News gave its front
page story a necessary air of solemnity. At
that meeting in Yalta (Crimea, URSS) of
“the big three”, Churchill, Roosevelt and
Stalin, very important things were being
decided: the establishment of a new order
in Europe and the rebuilding of national
economic models, the destruction of the
last vestiges of Nazism and fascism and
the creation of democratic institutions,
the complete dismemberment of Ger-
many, the division of that country into
three separate zones that would be occu-
pied by forces of the three powers, and the
warning that an unconditional surrender
was the only way out for the German
army.

It was one of the most crucial political
meetings of the twentieth century and
one that would seal the fate of Europe and
the world for many years to come, follow-
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ing on from the horrors of the Second
World War which was still raging.

The “Big Three” proclaimed outright
that Nazi Germany was doomed. Armed
resistance was finally being crushed.

Powerfularmies were rushing to Berlin to
get abig slice of the cake of a city and of a
country in the process of being, at last,
conquered.

This is how the Moscow News reported

key passages of the joint communique of
the Crimea Conference:

“It is our inflexible purpose to destroy
German militarism and Nazism and to
ensure that Germany will never again be
able to disturb the peace of the world. We
are determined to disarm and disband all
German armed forces, break up for all
time the German General Staff that has
repeatedly contrived the resurgence of
German militarism, remove or destroyall
German military equipment, eliminate
or controlall German industry that could
be used for military production, bring all
war criminals to just and swift punish-
ment and exact reparation in kind for the
destruction wrought by the Germans,
wipe out the Nazi Party, Nazilaws, organ-
izations and institutions, remove all Nazi
and militarist influences from public of-
fice and from the cultural and economic
life of the German people”.

Tough words indeed and, as it turned
out, not idle ones.



