
ADVERTISING: advertising@cataloniatoday.info. SUBSCRIPTION: subscription@cataloniatoday.info. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: letters@cataloniatoday.info

C A T A L O N I A
THE FIRST CATALAN NEWSPAPER IN ENGLISH

Published by CATALONIA TODAY SL. Tàpies, 2. Barcelona 08001
Tel +34 932276620 / Fax +34 932276621

Web page: www.cataloniatoday.cat
Deposit Number GI-322-2004

ADVERTISING: +34 932276622, advertising@cataloniatoday.cat
SUBSCRIPTIONS: +34 902456000, subscription@cataloniatoday.cat 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: letters@cataloniatoday.cat
Chief Editor: Miquel Berga. Editor: Neil Stokes.  News Editor: Braden Phillips.

Review Editor: Marcela Topor.  Editorial Staff: Daniel Aubrey, Vince Dams, Alex Leff, John Lish, Alex Phillips,
Joe Wilson. Text Editor: Joe Hogan. Manager Editor: Germà Capdevila (advertising@cataloniatoday.cat).

Printed by IMPRINTSA.
Catalonia Today SL has a co-operation agreement with Grup El Punt on the use of content.

THE STING BY JAP

GOOD NEWS FOR A CHANGE

I would like to thank an anonymous
person who last Friday came across my
briefcase that contained personal docu-
ments and money that through a mis-
hap was left behind in a Girona street.
The briefcase arrived intact at the school
where I work but I was unable to give my
thanks. That is why I am writing this
letter, in order to express my sincere
gratitude and to show that there are still
good people in the world. Sadly, these
people are not reported in newspapers
or on TV channels even though they
make the lives of others easier and more
pleasant. Many thanks. JORDI CEBRIÀ

JUST SAY NO

According to data from the Departa-

ment de Salut, the number of abortions
among adolescents under 15 years of age
has jumped from 22 a decade ago to 100
in 2006. The situation is repeated
throughout Spain. It is clear that the
preventative measures used, such as
more information, making contracep-
tives more available and the free supply
of the morning-after pill have not re-
duced abortions among minors Has it
occurred to the authorities that with
these methods they are encouraging
sexual promiscuity? Perhaps it is for this
reason that both UNAIDS and the Lan-
cet magazine propose the ABC method.
This system recommends sexual absti-
nence until marriage, faithfulness be-
tween couples and contraceptives for at
risk groups. Now is a good time to start
talking about the first of these two me-
thods. MARGA ISERN
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ewspapers are full of
somebody’s empty pro-
mises and famous last
words. Remember a few?
"This simply cannot

happen". "I will never do it". "Never
again". "This means peace in our time"

So when the history of capitalism is
written, the front page of this issue of the
New York Call, a leftist newspaper, will
have to be analyzed. Those who thought
that in 1922 capitalism was in its dying
days made a small miscalculation. Yet, in
1922 everything seemed possible. Lenin
was still alive, the economies of the capi-
talist countries were not in a good shape,
there was plenty of discontent among the
abused working class and the possibility
of the Soviet model succeeding and over-
taking the capitalist world was real and
would be there still for many years to
come.

Nevertheless, if we read on we realize
that this foretold death was not an impar-

N
tial assessment. It came from a speech by
one Leonid Krassin, chief of the Soviet
delegation in London and one of the
leading figures of the Moscow Govern-
ment, "after 18 months of observation of
the social affairs abroad."

After analyzing the economic pros-
pects of Russia and those of the West he
said: "I am of the opinion that capitalism
has received a mortal injury and can
never regain its pre-war strength and vi-
tality. We never lose sight of our great
purpose, the maintenance of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat. We do not
dream of restoring the anarchy of capita-
list production."

We have to admit that capitalism has
shown some resilience since then.

But when comparing the two systems,
what comes to my mind is something
somebody said more or less like this:
"Under capitalism, man exploits man.
Under communism, it's just the oppo-
site."

New York Call
Monday February 20, 1922

JOSEP BOSCH / www.josepbosch.net

FRONT PAGES FROM HISTORY

he recent string of com-
plaints concerning the ubi-
quitous stench that casti-
gates the honourable
citizens of Barcelona has led

us to take to the streets to see what the
word is on the origen of this repugnant
reek wafting over our metropolis.

It didn't take long to find a gentleman
respectably dressed with coat and tie,
with the elegance of an age when a pub-
lic stroll was an event requiring a touch
of class, an elegance still evident even as
he entered into the twilight of his years.

"Excuse me kind sir, would you be
willing to comment on the foul-smell-
ing aroma that is plaguing our wonder-
ous city?" I asked the elderly man.

"Why, I'd be delighted," he said with a
tip of his hat. "I have heard that the fetor
may indeed emanate from the burial

T
grounds on Montjuïc. Yes, an unseemly
thought, but they believe that the exca-
vations are, well shall we say, turning up
the past. Haha!"

I asked him if he gave much credit to
this arguably far-flung rumour and
floated some other theories that have
been in the press as to why the metro-
politan ambience leaves so much to be
desired. I cited the lamentable state of
the city's sewer system and the lack of
rubbish bins, particulary in the gothic
quarter. "Do you pay any heed to these
theories?" I inquired.

"Pardon me a moment young man,"
he said as he stopped between two cars,
unzipped his pants and began to relieve
himself on their bumpers. "Ah, where
was I? Yes, the rumours. Well, they
would explain why the city has acquired
such a rotten effluvium."

The malodours
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