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pain’s general elections have been seen
as a victory for the Left, holding out
against the growing rightest grounds-
well in Europe. Only Prime Minister

José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero is seen as resisting
the onslaught of the Right, which is supposed to
show that, once again, Spain is different.

But was Zapatero’s victory in March really a
triumph of the Left? His electoral programme
has remained fixed at the center, with nods to
the Right (fiscal rebates, repatriation of immi-
grants) and no concessions to the left (refusal to
review the abortion law, financing of the
Church). True, his new electorate seems to
come more from the left, with less centrist sup-
port and more crossovers from leftist parties.
Many people who used to vote for the radical
Left now vote for the center-left PSOE; however,
many moderate centrists who earlier voted for
Zapatero have now voted for Mariano Rajoy’s
center-right Popular Party (PP). There has thus
been an overall shift from left to right, of about
2.5% of total vote volume. Not a landslide, but it
shows Spain is not an exception to the rule.

Why is this happening? The reasons are com-
plex. Since the end of the Cold War the Left has
vegetated, living off the past, while the incipient
anti-globalisation movement still lacks credi-
bility. Hence Tony Blair’s success with his Third
Way, and Zapatero’s version of the same –
which are merely right-wing ideas with a
human face. Other structural reasons underlie
the demobilization of the Left. What Daniel Bell
called the post-industrial society has broken
down the old stratified class structure into an
aggregate of private, consumption-oriented in-
terests. Meanwhile immigrants arrive, and oc-
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cupy the bottom layer of the economic pyra-
mid, generating rejection among middle-class
and working-class natives who compete with
them for public services. Leftist concepts such
as "the people" lose meaning in this context.

This is the ultimate cause of the long-term
drift to the right in Europe, including Spain: the
disintegration of the structures of the Left that
held the working-class together. The Right ex-
ploits this by the use of xenophobia, which
blames all problems on the immigrant workers.

In Spain, the drift to the right takes the form
of the obsession with owned rather than rented
housing, and the boom in privately-owned but
publicly-subsidized concertado schools. People
who call themselves progressives and even lef-
tists send their children to these schools , not so
much to equip them with useful knowledge as
to give them social contacts and to keep them
away from immigrant children. This drift is
most apparent in the outlying dormitory towns
to the south of Madrid, which used to be leftist
and now vote massively for the PP.

 
This article first ran in El País on April 16.
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Despite Zapatero’s win, Spain is following the EU drift to the right

The decline of the Left

Fellow proponents of the Third Way/EFE

he 20th century was extraordi-
nary for China. The ancestral
monarchy was abolished with
the fall of the Qing Dynasty in

1911. The new Republic faced constant
revolutions, foreign invasions, Japanese
encroachment, a long civil war that end-
ing in the Communist Revolution and
continued civil strife, disasters, famines
and bloody political infighting.

The most enduring and important of
all these convulsions was the successful
revolution of Mao Zedong’s "popular"
army which fought a long war against
the "Nationalist" government riddled
with corruption and blamed for massive
economic mismanagement and chaos.

After three years of full-scale civil war,
by January 1949, Beijing, the former im-
perial capital, fell to the communist
forces without a fight. The demoralised
and undisciplined nationalist troops
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were on the run. From then on, one after
another, the important cities in the
north fell into Communist hands. By
April, the then capital Nanking, not far
from the world famous commercial and
economic centre of Shanghai, was sur-

rounded and finally fell. According to
this newspaper, the city had long been
infiltrated by communists who became
extremely active and tried to organise a
new administration when the govern-
ment abandoned the city.

This is how Shanghai learned about
the impending doom of the capital of
China: "Unopposed capture of Nanking
by the Communists appeared to be a
matter of hours today as Nationalist
troops, police and the government itself
evacuated the capital and mobs im-
mediately begun looting with no police
in the streets. Troops and gendarmes
began moving out of the city at 4 a.m. in
trucks, motor cars and on horseback.
Highways leading south were jammed.
Train service was suspended around
midnight. As far as could be learned,
there was little standing in the path of
the massed Red armies pouring in from
both west and east and joining south of
Nanking for a concentrated drive on
Shanghai".

Among the confusion and the chaos,
Shanghai itself was on a war footing,
ready to be also evacuated soon.

The Shanghai Evening Post - Saturday April 23, 1949
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’ve just had a rotten
day. First up, a trip to
the orthodontist to get
braces to correct a
wonky bite. What’s the

big deal, right? All the kids
have them. I mean, you’re not
cool if you don’t because it
means you’re poor. You might
as well wear supermarket
jeans, have a home perm and
carry around a Walkman
with, like, actual tapes.

The problem is, I’m not a
cool 14, or a sexy 24 anymore.
I’m a work-in-progress-ap-
proaching-my-prime-34.

But apart from being ex-
pensive, painful and really un-
attractive (just wait ’til a fork-
ful of pasta al pesto tangos
with the brackets), braces
have a rejuvenating factor.
Unfortunately, this does not
manifest itself physically (like
zapping two centimetres from
my arse), but rather they take
you back to the insecurities
known as adolescence.

I’ve had a lovely boyfriend
for year now, so why, in the
name of everything shiny and
metallic, is my greatest worry
what will it be like to kiss with
these things on? Will he take
one look and run for the hills?

It is ridiculous. I run my
own business, interview fa-
mous people for a living and
here I am like a ninth-grader

I
looking for an invitation to
the junior prom.

I remind myself that I’m
not the only 30-something to
pursue self-improvement.
Tom Cruise wore braces for
his bite, too, and if they’re
good enough for Earth’s most
famous Thetan…

But just when I thought my
day couldn’t get any worse, it
did. Still reeling from the pain
of the train tracks, or perhaps
merely light-headed from
hunger (eating solids is out for
four days), I got up from my
desk and fell over. Lurching
awkwardly, I twisted my
ankle, heard a sickening snap
and promptly fainted. When I
came to, crying like a baby on
the phone to my mum (more
time travel), my ankle was bal-
looning.

At the hospital, the radio-
logist manoeuvred my foot
into place and as he left the
room he read aloud from my
chart. “Sara Gibbings. 34.
Possible broken ankle.” “34?”
queried his colleague, in-
credulously. I smiled smugly
to myself, thinking that the
blonde was indeed back in
form. “34?” he repeated, shak-
ing his head sadly, “with
braces?” Damn, I thought,
now that’s Barcelona Ugly.

Next month: What is it
really like to kiss with braces?

Barcelona ugly
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